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Life moves at leisurely pace
in plcturesque colonial town

By TINA TRASTER
Staff Wiiter

‘an Miguel de Allende wakes . up .

slowly

s after 9 am. on a Tuesday, and .
shopkeepers brush brooms along rough

cobblestone streets around the main
square. A shoeshine man waits for a
pair of dusty shoes to buff. An Indian
‘woman, wrapped in a blue-fringed
shawl, hobbles toward the plaza, a tub
of freshly cut flowers on her shoulder.
Newspaper vendors — boys no older
than '10 — say English-language
newspapers will be out later. Sleeping
dogs know it's too early to ask for food.
People seem unrushed in San Miguel
de Allende, a gorgeous colonial gem
tucked in a valley about 200 miles
northwest of Mexjco City. There is time
for conversation in this tlny, spectacular

town, a crossroads for’ natlves, Ameri--

‘can expatriates, students attending In-
stituto Allende ‘Art . and Language
School, and visitors.

Everyone has a story. Like the artist
who left California 30 years ago to paint

‘Indian women, or a scruffy boy who
-hawks newspapers to.cafe patrons and

says he charges two additional pesos
(about. 20 cents) for commission.
"* A peasant woman with caramel skin
and waist-length braids stands before a
Nativity scene in the plaza. She crosses
herself and sits on a bench. ;
She tells a stranger she’s traveled two
hours from her home on a ranch. ‘
“Where do you live?” a stranger asks,
offering a map and pen and paper to
close the language gap. .
Wagging her finger, the woman
smiles warmly, and says she does not

See SAN MIGUEL Page T-5
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